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Albany, in the Province of WV EW-Y ORK, 


By His Exceriency the 





Governor of that PROVINCE, 
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10 THE HONOURABLE 
GEORGE THOMAS, Efq; 
With the King’s. Royal: Approbation, Lieutenant 


Governor of the Province of Penn/ylvania, and Counties of 
WNewcaftle, Kent, and Suffex, on, Delaware, under the Ho- 
nourable Joun Penn;- Tuomas Penn, and Ricuarp Penn, 
Efgs; true and abfolute Proprietors of the faid Province and. 


Counties: 


May it pleafe the GovERNOR, 
o ~#- AVING been honoured with a Commiffion, authorizing us, the 


ai 






Sab(cribers, in Conjunction with the Governors of the Neighbour- 
ing Colonies, or their Delegates, or feparately, to treat with the 
Indians of the Six United Nations at Albany, in OGtober laft; we 
think it our Duty to render an Account of our Conduét therein ; which be 


pleafed to receive as follows. 


ie 
‘ 
2] 
% 


-'Ti£ next Day after the Receipt of the Commiffion, that is; on the Twenty- 
feventh Day of September \aft, we fet out for Albany, where we arrived on 
the Third of Oéfober following. On the Fourth of Oéfeber, the Day ap- 
ointed to treat with the Indians, purfuaht to. the. Inftructions given us, we 


waited on the Governor of New-York, acquainted him with our Appointment, 
and fhewed him the Commiffion by which we were impowered to treat. 


Tz Governor defired his Secretary might take a Copy of it; to which 
@e confented. The Indians of Five of the Six United Nations, in Number 
about Four Hundred and Sixty, arrived the fame Day, none of them Senecas ; 
it being, as we were inform’d, a Time of great Sicknefs and Mortality among 
them, which prevented their Coming. 
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“Bur the Commiffioners from the Ma/ffachufetts not being come, the 
Treaty was deferred until their Arrival. Two Days after, being the Sixth 
of Oéfober in the Evening, we received a Meflage from the Governor of 
New-York, by his Secretary, defiring to know of us at what Time we would 
confer with a Committee of his Council, either alone, or with the Com- 
miffioners of the other Colonies, all then arrived, viz, 


For the Maffachufetts, 


“tacob Wendal, Efq; a Member of the Council, 
“fohn Stoddart, , 2 i= 
Samuel Wells, 


| Efys; Members of Affembly. 
Thomas Hutchinjon, § 


For Connecticut Colony, 


Wolcot, Eq; Lieutenant Governor, And 
Stanley. 





Col. 





We agreed to return our Anfwer to his Meffage in the Morning. 


AccoRDINGLY in the Morning we returned our Anfwer by Yfames Read, 
that we would meet the Committee of Council at a Quarter after ‘Ten that 
Day, and chofe to have our firft Conference with them only. About the Time 
appointed we went; but the Commiffioners from the other Colonies coming 
into the Room foon after, deprived us of the feparate Conference propofed. 
Being all thus met, the Gentlemen of the Council, to wit, Daniel Hor/manden, 
and “Yofeph Murray, Eiqs; let us know, they were appointed by the Governor 
of New=Yort, a Committee to confer with us concerning the Treaty which 
was to enfue; that their Governor defired to be inform’d of our Sentiments, 
whether we were inclinable to fpeak to the Indians of the United Nations 
feparately, or whether we thought a joint Speech to be delivered on Behalf 
of all the Colonies, might be beft, either being indifferent to him. 


Tue Commiffioners from New-England declared their Opinions for a joint 
Speech, as what would fhow our Union, and confequently, have the greater 
Weight with the Indians. On the Part of Pennfylvania it was objected, 
that we had divers Matters in Charge which related to our own Government 
only, which would be improper in fuch a joint Speech; and perhaps it 
might be the Cafe of other of the Colonies: That fuch a joint Speech would 
require much Time in forming; and with Difficulty, if at all likely to be 
agreed on. 


Bur it was replied, this would be beft judged of when the Heads of 
fach joint Speech were read; and the Committee of Council producing 
what they had prepared to this Purpofe, it was agreed to be read. On 
Reading of which we obferved, that it mentioned a Complaint againft the 
Eaftern Indians for killing fome white People; and therefore, among other 
Things, propofed the Jndians of the Six United Nations fhould be put on 
declaring War again{t the Eaftern Indians ; and to affure them that the fe- 
veral Colonies would fupport them in it. To this Article it was objected, 
on the Part of Pennfylvania, 'That it was neceflary the Legiflature of each 
Government 
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Government fheuld be confulted before the Indians were put on Declaring 
of War: That it would be very mifchievous to all the Colonies, as it would 
be a Means of drawing the War nearer on their Borders: That the Indian; 
did not feem difpofed to enter into a War with each other, but rathef to re- 
main Neutral: That in this Difpofition, little better could be expected from 
them than what was remarked to be the Cafe in the laft War, when the 
Indians of oppofite Parties pafled each other without fighting, and only 
{calp’d the white People: That as to the People who had been killed, the 
Indians might be put on demanding Satisfaction, and might poffibly obtain 
it, and prevent the Caufe of War; or if they were put on Declaring of War, 
at leaft Care fhould be firft taken to provide them with the Requifites necef- 
fary for defending themfelves, and carrying on fuch War ; without which, 
it would in Effect, be a Betraying them. What Provifion was made by the 
Government of New-York, the Gentlemen of the Council beft knew. In 
‘Pennfylvania we knew no Provifion was made for them. That therefore 
if this Article was inferted in the Speech propofed, we muft infift on Treating 
feparately. To the Propofal for putting the Indians of the Six United Na- 
tions on demanding Satisfaction, one of the Commiffioners of the Maffachu- 
Jetts anfwered, That Propefal ought to come on the Part of the Indians ; 
for that if no more was propofed to them on the Behalf of the Govern- 
ments, than that they fhould demand Satisfaction for the Injury done, they 
would offer fomething yet lefs. At length it was agreed all the other Go- 
vernments, Pennfylvania excepted, fhould treat jointly ; and we were defired 
to be affiftant in their joint Treaty fo far as we judged fit. 


A CoMMITTEE was then named to prepare the joint Speech to be deli+ 
vered by the Governor of New-York. When it was prepared we were to 
meet again to. confider the fame. 


Ir was two Days after this before the Speech was ready; and in the 
mean Time the Governor and Council of New-York made Enquiry concern 
ing the Alarm which happened the laft Winter amongft the Mohawks, oc~ 
cafioned by a Report fpread amongft them that the Exgl/b were coming to 
cut them off. To this Purpofe the Governor of New-York fent. for. the 
Mohawks, and \et them know that the String of Wampum which had been 
fent him by them not to make any further Enquiry concerning that Affair, 
he could not accept of; that it was neceflary the Authors of this falfe Rumour 
fhould be known and punifhed; and therefore he infifted they would dif- 
cover all they knew concerning the Authors; and if they had any other 
Caufe of Uneafinefs, to communicate it to him: And thereupon he deli- 
vered back the String of Wampum fent him. The Mohawks agreed to re~ 
turn their Anfwer the next Day. Some of the Mohawks accordingly at- 
tended the Governor of New-York the next Day, and named to him a Per- 
fon who they faid was the Author of this falfe Alarm. ‘The Perfon bein 
fent for, owned his having heard and mentioned the Report; but deny'd 
his being the Author of it. 


Arter the ftricteft Enquiry and Examination, the Governor and Council 
feemed to believe him innocent, and that the Rumour had been raifed and 
{pread by Means of fome one or more of the Mohawks themf{elves. 
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On the Tenth of Ofober, the Speech propofed to be delivered to the 
indians by the Governor of New-York, being prepared, we were defired to 
meet the other Commiffioners, and hear the fame read. Accordingly, about 
Ten of the Clock in the Forenoon, we met them; the Speech was read ; 
after which it was objected on the Part of Pennfylvania, that it contain’d a 
Narrative of many Facts to which we were altogether Strangers ; and there- 
fore were not proper to be made Parties in the Relation: ‘That it prefled the 
Indians on making of War ; which we thought might be attended with mif- 
chievous Confequences to all the Colonies: ‘That as weare to treat feparately, 
and they had already heard our Reafons againft a War, they muft judge for 
themfelves how far it would be prudent in them to prefs it. The Refult was, 
the Commiffioners of the other Colonies agreed to the Speech, as it had been 
prepared; and in the Afternoon of the fame Day, the Deputies of the 
United Nations were defired to attend the Governor of New-York: They 
came accordingly ; and the Governor in Behalf of his Government, and 
thofe of the Ma/fachu/fetts and Conneéticut, and in the Prefence of the Com- 
miffioners from thence, read the Speech agreed on ; which was interpreted 
to the Indians: A Copy whereof was delivered to us; and follows in thefe 
Words, vzz. 


BRETHREN, 


H ERE are prefent upon the Occafion of this Interview, Commiffioners 
from the Governments of the Maffachufetts-Bay and Connecticut, con- 
ven’d with me on the fame righteous Intention of Renewing, Bright’ning, 
and Strengthening the Covenant Chain which has tied you and His Britannick 
Majefty’s feveral Colonies on this Continent, in the firmeft Engagements to 
each other, for Supporting and Maintaining our Common Caufe. 


WE are glad to fee fo many of our Brethren, and we bid you Welcome 
here ; at the fame Time, that we heartily condole the Abfence of our Bre- 
thren the Senecas, and the Calamities which have occafioned it ; may the 
Almighty comfort them under their grievous Afflictions, and foon wipe off 
all Tears from their Eyes. 


WE do with you our Brethren, and with you as their Reprefentatives, 
ratify, confirm, and eftablifh all former Engagements entred into by us and 
our Brethren of the Six United Nations ; and affure you; that we fhall ever 
hold them inviolable, and we doubt not of the fame from you. 


Gabi dse ts 
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Brethren, : 

Tue Rumour which laft Winter gave an Alarm to our Brethren the 
Maquas, and was from thence fpread to the other Nations, now appears to 
have been without Foundation ; and I cannot help obferving on this Occafion, 
that you ought not for the future to fuffer any fuch idle Tales to be raifed or 
propagated among you, as they not only tend to feparate your and our Affec- 
tions each from the other ; but alfo to make us jealous of our own People, 
without fufficient Grounds for it. 


A String of Wampum. 
Brethren; 
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Brethren, ; 


: * a , t Nendo 

Ir mutt be’further obferved to you, that we hear fevera! of the Chiefs and 
others of our Brethren of the Szx Natzons, have contrary to our Inclinations, 
and againft our exprefs Advice, had an Interview with the Governor of 
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Canada this Summer at Montreal. ne 
| kha ey ; 7 es 

_ Awp that your Pretence for holding this Correfpondence with our declared Bi 
Enemies, was for the publick Good and the Prefervation of the Houfe at 303 
Ofwego. | a 


a 


was 


To tell the Governor of Canada that they muft not make any Attack or 
Attempt upon that Place, for that our Brethren are refolvéd to defend ir, 
and that it fhould remain a Place of Peace and Trade. - 
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You declared your Intent was Godd, and that the Governer of Canada 


fhould never prevail upon you in any Thing hurtful to’your Brethren the Z 
Enghth, who you knew did not like your going thither ; that yet upon. your > 
Return from thence, your Brother the Governor of New-York fhould know i 


all that paffed between them and the Governor of Canada. 
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We will tell our Brethren what we hear was done, whilft they were with : . 
the Governor of Canada, and we expect the whole Truth from them accord- hs 
ing tétheir Promife, and whether what we hear is true ¢f not. & 
; Oy 

We hear that whilft our Brethren were with the Govetnor of Canada, the Bo 
French Indians took up the Hatchet againft the Engli/h ; which we believe » 
to be true, for Reafons you fhall hear by and by ; and thereby the Treaty of | y 
Neutrality concluded between you and them, is become vain. 3 | NS 
ex 

WE hear likewife, that our Brethren of the Six Nations there prefent, = 
were fo far prevailed upon by our Enemies the French, as to accept of the bs 
Hatchet, upon Condition to carry it home to their Council to deliberate upon, 7 
and then to return the Governor of Canada their Anfwer; which we cannot Sy 


mae 


believe to be true, till we have it from our Brethreris own Mouths. 


ee 


t 

3E : * ; + Yotee eo wy iY’ 
WE expeé a plain and full Anfwer from ouf Brethren concerning thefe a 
Matters; that the Way may be cleared,’ for wiping off all Stains from the re 
Covenant Chain ; and that we may preferve it bright, firm; and inviolable, as Ss 
long as the Sun fhall fhine., © ait ef 
A BELT. Ss 
_ Brethren; a Poe weet hi g 
_, We mutt now acquaint you of fome Things relating to the War; the 2 
Succefs of his Majefty’s Arms againft the French in this Part of the World ; es 
and the Rife and Occafion of our Attacks upon the Enemy in this Quarter: WY 
JBN 
; ‘ bt ey ah a ; & 
_ WueEn you were here laft Summer, you were told that War was declar’d Ba 
between the Crowns of Great-Britain and France: The Events that have > 
fince happened are too numerous to relate particularly. 6 

: . 7 . , ) Posh os . beord 2B ‘ 

His Majefty’s Subjects in this Country lay ftill the Jaft Summer without 4 
attempting any Thing againft the French Settlements: But the French ned z 
attack’d x 
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attack’d and deftroyed a {mall Place belonging to us call’d Can/o, about twenty 
five Leagues from Cape Breton. 


AFTERWARDS they laid Siege to Annapolis-Royal; but therein they pro- 
ved unfuccefsful. 


TueEy then agreed to make another ‘Trial for that Place next Spring ; and 
in the mean Time they fent to France, hoping to obtain fome of the King’s 
Ships to facilitate the Reduction of it. 


Tury having proceeded thus far, Mr. Shirley, the Governor of the Ma/-~ 
Jachufetts-Bay, thought it high Time to do fomething to curb the Infolence 
of that haughty People ; and did therefore raife a {mall Army, which was 
joined by a Number of Men from the Governments of Conneéticut and New- 
Hamp/fhire, and fent them early laft Spring againft Loui fburgh. 


Tuey were likewife joined by a Number of His Majefty’s Ships of War ; 
and after about feven Weeks Siege, that important and {trong fortified Place 
was, through the Goodnefs of Divine Providence, delivered up to our Forces. 


Wuereuron the reft of the Inhabitants of the Ifland of Cape Breton, to- 


gether with thofe that were fettled in Parts adjacent, furrendred themfelves 
Prifoners to the Ezgit/h. 


Anp during the Siege, and fince, many French Ships were taken, and 
divers of them of great Value; and the Defign of the French againft Anna- 
polts-Royal was fruftrated. 


We have in this Part of the Country lain ftill, both the laft Summer and 
this, hoping that our Neighbours in Canada would either be quiet, or carry 
of the War in a manly and chriftian-like Manner. 


Anp to induce them thereto, a Meflage was fent from this Place to the 
Government of Canada the lait Summer, by which he was affured, that if 
he thould renew their former vile Practice of treating His Majefty’s Subjects 
inhumanly, the feveral Governors, together with the Szx Nations, would 
join and make Reprifals on them. 


Anp at the fame Time you publickly declared, That if any of His Ma- 
jefly’s Subjects, in any of His Governments, fhould be killed by any Indian, 
you would immediately join in the War againft them and the French, 


You likewife fent your Delegates laft Summer to the Eaftern Indians to 


warn them not to engage in the War againft the Engh, threatning them 
in Cafe they fhould do fo. : | 


NoTWITHSTANDING thefe Things, divers Hoftilities have been com- 
mitted. . i beak 
Some Months ago the Eaftern Indians, who had formerly acknowledged 
their Subjection to. the Crown of Great Britain, entred into folemn En- 
gagements with the King’s Subjects, and had been fince treated by them 


with great Kindnefs, 
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Bor at the Infligation of the French, they have lately killed one Engiif= 
. man, and alfe great Numbers of Horfes and Cattle ; burnt a Saw-Mill,. and 
many Dwelling-houfes, and attack’d an Engli/h Garrifon. 
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NotwiTHSTANDI nc fuch outrageous Infults, the Governor of Maffachu« 

; Setts-Bay was fo tender of them, that he refented it no further than. to 

fend a Meffage to them, demanding the Delivery of the Murderers, as they 
would avoid the Confequence of their Neglect. 


dot 


Tuts Propofal was rejected by them, and fince that Time they have killed 
two or three others ; whereupon the Governor of the Maffachu/etts declared 
War againft them. . 
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AnD we are informed the Engli/b have killed two of them, and taken 
another Prifoner, 
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_AzsouT three Months fince fome of the Canada-Indians killed two Eng- 

“glifhmen near Connecticut River ; the Body of one of them was treated in a 

moft barbarous Manner; by which they left a Hatchet of War, thereby dar= 
ing us to take it up and return it. 
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_ Tuere has likewife been feveral other Parties that have attempted td 
deftroy his Majefty’s Subjects of New-England, but have hitherto’ been pre 


oe 
by 


vented. A Z 

TueEse Facts plainly thew that the French are ftill acted by the famé Spi- gy 
rit that they were formerly governed by ;, and they feem never pleafed but x 
when they are at War, either with the Engli/h, or fome of the Tribes of ie 


Indians ; and if they had it in their Power, they would doubtless deftroy 
all about them. 
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Ir is likewife evident, that the moft folemn and facred Engagements are. 
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broken through by thofe Indians that have committed the late Murders, Bi 
TuaT Belts of Wampum will not bind them to the Performance of gS 
their Promifes, iw 
hs 
THAT we are flighted; and you contemhed; as though they thought you 2) 
not worthy to be régarded. : 6 
Bur now the French and their Indians, by the little Regard theyhave fhewn » 


to your Threatnings, or to the Covenants they have made with you, do de- 
clare that they think you do not intend to perform what yoii have threatned; 


or that they do not fear your Difpleafure ; both which do refle@ equal Dif- 
honour on you, 
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_ Ivis high Time for us and you to exert our felves and vinditate our Ho- 
nour ; and although it is well known that we delight not in the Deftraction of 
our Fellow-creatures, but have chofen rather to fuffer our felves to be abufed ; 
yet.we cannot think our felves obliged any longer to bear their Infults and 
evil Treatment, ; si , cifosas raid 03 

, Cc THEREFORE 
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Ni . THEREFORE fince neither our peaceable Difpofitions, nor Examples, nor 
EN any Methods we have been able to ufe, have been fufficient to prevail upon 
R them to forbear their barbarous Treatment of us, but they will force our 
Refentments ; in the Name of GOD, we are refolved, not only to defend 
our felves, but by all proper Ways and Methods to endeavour to put it out 
of their Power to mifufe and evil intreat us as they have hitherto done. 


ta ; 
mi 
<> x M4 
rd : 


Anp we doubt not ef your ready and chearful Concurrence with us, 
agreeable to your folemn Promife made in this Place laft Summer, in joining 
with us againft our Enemies the French, and fuch Indzans as are or ihall be 
inftigated by them; for we efteem them Enemies to God, as well as to 
all their Fellow-Creatures who dwell round about them. ) 

A large Belt, with the Figure of a Hatchet hung to it. 


Tue publick Affairs of my Government have prevented my Meeting 
you fooner. 


I was apprehenfive I fhould not have been able to meet you this Fall, and 
it was determined upon on a fudden, fo that there could not be timely Notice 
fent to the reft of His Majefty’s Governments, or, I doubt not, they would 
likewife have fent Commiffioners to be prefent at this Interview. 


We are all fubjeét to the fame Prince, united in the ‘fame Bonds of Duty 
and Allegiance to the Great King, our common Father, and in Frtiendfhip 
and Affection to each other; and in this Union confifts that Strength that 
makes us formidable to our Enemies, and them fearful of our. Refentments. 


We aré all urlited with you in the fame Covenant-chain," which as long as 
we preferve it free from Ruft, muft remain impregnable: And you on your 
Parts, have declared that you will preferve it fo {trong and bright, that it 
{hall not be in the Power of the Devil himfelf, with all his Wiles and Art; 


to break .or dirty it. 


You are alfo united with all the far Nations of Indians in League with 
our Great King, with whom we recommend to you to preferve ftrict Friend- 
fhip, and hold frequent Correfpondence. | 


TuaT your felves, who many of you live {cattered and difperfed, fhould 
dwell in Bodies clofer together, as you have heretofore promifed to do. 


AND we advife you to keep your young Men at home, and within Call, 
excepting fuch as may be fent from Time to Time a Hunting, or againft our 
Enemies ; and you may depend upon the moft ready and effectual Affiftance 
from us in all Times of Danger. 


A BEET: 


Tue Indians of the United Nations promifed to call a Council the next 
Morning ; and, if they could, to return their Anfwer to this Speech the 
fame Day. 


THe next Day we waited on the Governor of New-York, and delivered 
to him, according to our Agreement, the Speech we propos’d to make Ae 
= 5% en : : : 4 t! e& 
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| rr | 
the Indians of the United Nations, in order for his’ Perufal, and then to 
be returned us;. which he promifed to do by the next Morning.. 
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OCTOBER the Twelfth, in the Morning, we received a Meftige Gor 
the Governor of New-York, with the Speech he propofed. to make to the 


re ae 
c2y 


Set 





Z 
Mobiggans, ot River Indians ; which we perufed, and returned to the Se- 4S 
cretary, without making any Objections againft what was propofed. to be faid ys 
tothem. Some Time after we received a fecond Meflage, defiring us tobe Si 
prefent when the Governor delivered this Speech, and at the Receiving, the ey 
An{wer of the Szx Nazzons.to the Speech made to them. lah ae < 
ae 

We attended accordingly. The Commiffioners for the Ma/ffachufetts and Bi 
Connecticut alfo attended: And the Speech prepared for the River Indians AG 
was read by Paragraphs, and tranflated to them; a Copy of which! was ey, 
delivered us, and is as follows : ) | S 
D 

CHILDREN, © | | | aS, wa Rath Ss 
AM glad to fee you here, and bid you welcome. { fent for you. to meet ae 

& meat this Place, that I might have an Opportunity to renew and confirm a 
the Covenants and Engagements made from Time to Time between ns... And & 
I do now publickly promife, that nothing fhall be wanting on-my Part; but 4 
that the Covenant Chain fhall remain bright and ftrong for ever. > 
mad 

Children; ! iN 


_ I must put you in mind of what you promifed me laft Year. You ens 
gaged that you would keep your People at Home, which, I am informed, 







you have not done; but many of your People have lately left Schabkook, ies 
and are gone to Canajoberie, and fome to Attowawie. I want to know for @ 
what Reafori they have left their Habitations, and charge you to fend for » 
them back as-foon as you can; and that you would live together at Schabhook, BB 
A String of Wampum. | 1 » 

aN 

Children, | x 


_ Lasr Year I acquainted you that War was declared between the Great 
King, your Father, and the French King; and told you what I expected of 
you. You anfwered me, that in all Things relating to the War you would 
take the Szx Nations for an Example; which I expect you will do. 

Fd PE Labash 


. To this Speech the River Indians the fame Day returned their Anfwer 5 
of which, with what further paft between them and the Governor of New- 
York, we obtained a Copy; which follows in thefe Words : 

FATHER, | enh aT ie: Shain ig athe hy Gini’ Byeupeb beryl aay 
E are glad to fee you here in Health. Your Children here prefent 
bid you all welcome. ,; . 

Panher: ation odie nae ad ciate cdlt wn hot cel ile 
_ You have renewed the Covenant, and have affured us that you will keep 
it inviolable. We do now likewife aflure you, that nothing fhall be wanting 
on our Parts, but that we will keep the Covenant Chain clear and free from 
Rultin pin shana es I hak Bu fi 

Father, 
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Father, 


Wuen we were here laft, you told us that you was glad to fee fo great a 
Number of us together ; and now you afk us what is the Reafon fo many of 
us have left Schahkook and are gone to Canajoherie and Attowawie; and that 
you are forry fo many of us have left our Habitations. 


Father, 
You have told us that War is proclaimed between the Exgi/h and French, 


and that you defigned to go and fight the French. You told us that we 
fhould do as our Uncles the Six Nations did with refpect to the War. 


_ Father, 
You told us that you would keep the Covenant; and we are refolved to 


do the fame; as a Token whereof we give this 


BELT. 


_ Father, 
You mutt not be furprized that fo many of our People have left Schabkook, 


They are not gone to a ftrange Country, but are only among our Uncles 
the Sx Nations, with whom weare united in Covenant. 


A String of Wampum. 


Father; 5 
RespecTincG the War with the French, we will do as the Six Nations, and 
our Father ; and will take them for Examples in all Things relating thereto. 


A BELT: 


Puta 
We are glad the Sz# Nations defign to fend fome of their People to Cas 
nada, to treat with the Indians there. We have been two or three ‘Times 
to the Carrying-place to treat with fome of thofe Jzdzans, in order to keep 
Peace ; and defign to fend fome of our People to Canadz, to {peak with fome 
of the Indians there, upon the fame Bufinefs. / 
Give fome Skins, 


His Excellency recommended to them, that they fhould ufe their Edea- 
vours to prevail upon the A/ehicanhcook Indians, and all the reft of the Indians 
who have left their old dwelling Place, to return to Schabkook. 


THEY anfwered, they would. 


Tue Indians of the United Nations then delivered their Anfwer to the 
Speech made to them, Canaffatego being Speaker : A Copy of which, with 
what enfued, as we received it, follows in thefe Words. 


BRETHREN, 
"h W O Days ago you {poke to us, and we are now come togive you our 
Anfwer. You muft not expect that we can anfwer particularly to the 
feveral Heads you mentioned to us, but only to the principal Articles. You 
have renewed to us the Covenant Chain, and we do now renew the famé on 
our Parts ; and itis impoflible that it can ever Ruft, for we daily wipe off the 
Ruft and Dirt, and keep it clean ; which we will ever continue to do. 


A BELT. Brethren, 
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Brethren, 


» You thought fit to mention to us, that there had been 
us laft Winter, and‘told us, We ought not to entertain any fuch Notions .of 
you our Brethren, efpecially as we had no Grounds to believe any fuch Thing. 


an Uproar among 


de is true, Brethren, there was fuch a Rumour among us ; but it was imme- 
diately buried and forgot ; and we did not expect that our Brethren would 
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have mentioned any Thing concerning that “Affair to us, at this Interview ; Pc 
and we detire you to think no more of it. . We-are always: mindful ° of ‘the @ 
Covenants between usand our Brethren; and here is a Certificate. *; whereby AX 
itappears, that we.are in Covenant with our Brethren of Bofton. ee 
A String of Wampum, a 
1) 
Brethren, , tres ee KS 
_. Youdpoke to us concerning our. going to Canada, and told us, that the Bw 
Commifiioners of Indian Affairs had laft Winter told us not to gothere ;. but > 
fome of us went. As to what you tell us, that we had taken up the Hatchet HC 
againft you our Brethren, and promifed him to confider of it at home, it is ox 
not fo, The Mohawks and Tufkaroroes at their Return, gave the Commif- aS. 
fioners of Indian Affairs, an Account of all that paffed there ; and we are con- QZ 
vinced that that Account is true. ~ >» 
iid ink BLT. | | I 


ook 5 abo 


orders us to do it. 


Py ®) 

__ Brethren, isch oldies Ce aa: Be 

- You have thought fit to relate to us feveral Particulars concerning the » 
War between you and the French, and what Reafon you had for taking up QB 
the Hatchet againit the French and their Indians. We thank you for giving cS 
us a particular. Account of the Provocations and Inducements you had for ay: 
declaring War againft them. You have alfo mentioned to us, that we are one = 
Body and one Fleth, and that if one of us is touched or hurt, the other is like- Ws 
wife; and you have informed us} that you were moleited and attacked by the LG 
Enemy, and had therefore taken up the Hatchet againit them, and defired; SS 
as we are one Flefh with you, that we would alfo take up the Hatchet againit. | 
the French, and thofe under their Influence, in Conjunétion with you. We b. 
Six Natisns accept of the Hatchet, and will keep it in our Bofom. ‘We are & 
in Alliance with a great Number of far Indians, and if we fhould fo, fuddenly WN 
lift up the Hatchet, without acquainting our Allies; it would perhaps dif- ys 
oblige them 5 we will therefore, before we make Ufe of the Hatchet againft a 
the French, or their Indians, fend four of our People who are now ready, to & 
Canada, to demand Satisfaction for the Wrongs they have done our Brethren 5 Ww 
and if they refufe to make SatisfaGtion, then we will be ready to ufe the » 
Hatchet againit them, whenever our Brother the Governor of New-Y ork; 4 2 
‘ ee 

A BELT. | WY 

. aN 

Firs Excellency afk’d them what Time they thought neceflary to fee whe= i 


ther the French Indians would make fuch Satisfaction ? 


t 


Tury an{fwered; Two Months. | 


ea4 e 
* They here produc’d a Certificate under the Seal of the Ma/fachu/erts. 
D His 
, sr LISSA NSU SSPE 8 PEI. 
cd Py Se. a ¥ ‘ Ras iat 








r _ 

a Dae eg Y r} Cie ra ‘ ers 

: ZNSE ENZO J SA7 IS a. a 
: is ced oe ae its Se es a wr ee Sa ee - on Se Sh. ke, Ree a 
tee ee Be A i Pe as bz Tae = Seon See ESI SO oe 


ne Xt SET OS ae se i Ee 
ret, Yaa) es 


| 14 | 


Hrs Excellency afked them, That if in Cafe the Enemy fhould commit 
any further Hoftilities in the mean time, Whether they would then, upon 
his Commands, immediately make Ufe of the Hatchet ? 


Tuey anfwered, Yes. 


Brethren, 

You defired us to gather together our People who are fcattered, and to 
fettle ina Body ; efpecially as it 1s very uncertain how foon we may have occa- 
fion for them : Your Requeft is very reafonable, and_we will ufe our En- 
deavours to that End. 


A BELT, 


Brethren, 
We have now finifhed our Anfwer ; and have nothing further to fay, but 
only one Requeft to make to you all ; which is, That you our Brethren 
fhould be all united in your Councils, and let this Belt of Wampum ferve ta 
bind you all together ; and if any Thing of Importance is to be communi- 
cated to us, by any of you, this is the Place where it fhould be done. 


A BY EPEC ds 


Tue Anfwer thus delivered by the United Nations, was received with 
the Approbation of the Governor of New-York ; the Commiffioners from 
the Ma/ffachufetts only expreffed their Diffatisfaction ; for that, as they 
alledged, the Indians the laft Year had engaged, that if Hoftilities were com- 
mitted againft the Engli/, they would in fuch Cafe, declare War: That 
Hottilities had been fince committed ; and therefore that by thofe Engage- 
ments; the Six Nations ought now to declare War with the French and 
Indians. 


Tuis Day we propofed to have delivered our Speech to the Indians ; but 
the Time being too far fpent, and this the laft Day of the Week, we were 
obliged to poftpone it, until the Beginning of the next. 


Tux Fourteenth of Oéober, being the Time we appointed for {peaking 
‘with the Indians, we gave Direétions to Conrad Weifer to give them Notice to 
attend. But before they came to the Place appointed, we received a Meflage 
from the Governor of New-York, that he was then met in Council, and 
defired to fpeak with us. We went accordingly. When we came to the 
Governor’s, befides himfelf and his Council, there were prefent the Com- 
miffioners from the Maffachufetts; who then prefented to the Governor 
Letters that they had received by an Exprefs, giving an Account that a 
Party of French and Indians, had a few Days before made an Attack on the 
Great Meadow Fort, about Fifty Miles, as we are informed, from lbany. 
That they had taken Prifoner a Perfon whom they found at fome Di- 
ftance from it. ‘That two others coming down a Creek near that Fort, were 
(hot at,one killed, the other made his Efcape. “The Number of French and. 
Indians was not mentioned, On reading of thefe Letters, the Commiffioners 
for the Maffachufetts were requefted to be explicit -in what they defired 
on this Occafion. They thereupon reprefented, T hat their Government 
thought it unreafonable the whole Burden of the War fhould remain on 

one 
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one Province, whilft the reft remained Neutral: That they defired the In- 
dians of the Six Nations might be engaged to affit them: That tho’ they 


thought it was reafonable other Provinces fhould bear a Part of the Expence ; 
yet rather than want the Affiftance of ‘the Indians on the prefent Occafion, 








they would be at the whole Expence themf{elves._ The Governor of New- x 
York complained, the Mafachufetts Government had been too precipitate in, oS. 
their Declaration of War: That the other Governments were not obliged to - yy 
follow the Example: Said that he had done all in his Power towards being » 
better provided for a War: That in the Condition the Inhabitants of that D 
Province were in on the Borders, it would be imprudent in him to engage re 
the Indians of the Six Nations ina War: That proper Provifion fhould firft we 
be made, which could not be done without his Affembly,. who were to fit = 
in a little Time, and before whom he would lay this Affair. After this, P< 

( 4 


and more of like Import faid, we parted. ‘The Governor of New-York hav- 
ine delivered the Prefents from that Government to the Indians of the 


cr 3 
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United Nations, embarked for the City of New-York ; and we proceeded to Bi 
meet the Izdians according to our Appointment. _When we came to the 
Place agreed on for this Purpofe, we found the Deputies of the United @ 
Nations attending, and the Speech we had before agreed on was now read, #8 N 
and interpreted to them by Conrad Weifer ; the Interpreters of New-York BY 
and the Maffachufetts being alfo prefent, and aflifting : Which Speech fol- < 
lows in thefe Words : ; ® 
Brethren of the Six Nations, | a Oak SIL At Jintao ss ix 
L T H O’ itis not long fince a Treaty was held with you in Pennfyl- Q 

' vania, yet our Governor, and the Affembly of the Province, being @ 
informed of your coming hither, have, at the Invitation of the Governor of > 
New-Yor#, fent us here, to be prefent at the Treaty now held with you. @ 
We attend accordingly, and. are glad'to fee you. In T oken’ whereof; we oS 
prefent you with this — | ; | : es 
String of Wampum. = 
Brethren, WX Yat obs? ih 2 
Berore your laft going to Canada, you promifed our Governor, That on O 
your return you would open your Hearts, and give a full Account of all that Bi 
pafled between you and the French Governor ; and we have it in Charge to i 
defire you now to perform this Promife. | wz 
Brethren, | i WR WW No neipsieeh ied ja Re os % 

~ We are alfo to put youin Mind, that, by the Treaty-made laft Year with = 
our Governor, at Lancafter, you promifed him, that neither the Governot gs 
of Canada, nor any of his People, fhould come through your Country to hurt WZ 
your Brethren the Englijh; nor any of the Settlements belonging to them : HCD, 
Notwithftanding which, fome of the Shawnefe Indians, in Conjunction with BZ 
{ome Frenchmen from Canada, committed a Robbery on our Traders, and RY 
took from them a great Quantity of Goods. This, our Governor fometime @ 
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fince gave you Notice of by Conrad Weifer, and you undertook to demand 
Satisfaction for the Injury, of the Governor of Canada and the Shawnee a 
Indians. We therefore now defire to be informed whether you’ have made 4 
this Demand, and what Satisfaction you have obtained. The Frenchmen 
wvho did this Injury came through the Lands you claim, and the Robbety 


was committed on our Traders on thofe Lands, It was therefore a manifeft 
1 o) omni TBstach. 


a> 
G4 





ais 


A 


ae SS, 
Montes 


VSS 


a 
Be Ve 
Sic hs 


es 






‘ 


cr ee RE 


ake) 
+ 
Wake 


os 


xe 















eee 
Breach of the Neutrality the Governor of Canada pretended to obferve towards 


you, and fhews the Perfidy of the French, and that they regard the Treaties 
they make, no longer than whilft they think it their Intereft fo to do. 


WE hope their Example will not influence you, but that you will fulfil 
all the Treaties you have entered into with your Brethren the Englifh.. To 
imprefs this on your Minds, and to enforce our Requeft, we prefent you 
with this 

Belt of Wampum. 


Brethren, | 

BestpEs what we have already faid, we are alfo to remind you, that our 
Governor, at the Requeft of the Government of Virginia, became a Media= 
tor between you and the Southern Indians called Catabaws: And you pro~ 
mifed him next Spring to fend Deputies to Philadelphia, to meet fome of that 
Nation, in order to conclude a Peace with them: And that in the mean 
‘Time all Hoftilities fhall be fufpended. But our Governor is fince informed 
that a Party of the Onezdes Warriors are gone to attack the Catabaws. Whe- 
ther this be true or not, or whether any of your young Men went without 
your Knowledge, we do not know ; and therefore defire you now to inform 
us of all the Particulars ; and if any of your Warriors are gone againft the 
Catabaws, that you will forthwith recal them, and take Care that no more 
go againft them during the Time agreed on, 


«Brethren, . 
: You:may remember, that ata Treaty held with our Government at Phila- 
deipbia, in the Year One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Thirty Two, you 
were advifed, ‘‘ To call home all thofe of your Nations who were at Canada, 
“* or live amongft the French ; left if any Occafion or Difference fhould arife, 
** they might be prevented from returning.” This, in your Anfwer made 
to our Governor in the Year One Theufand Seven Hundred ‘Thirty Six, you 
call ‘* Sound Advice, fay the French were formerly your cruel Enemies,. 
‘sand that:you were taking {uch Meafures as you hoped would be effectual 
“* to bring back your People if any new Breach fhould happen.” 


Brethren, ; 

Tue French are a fubtle People. A Breach hath now happened, occafi- 
oned by an unjuft Declaration of War made by the French King againtt the 
King of Great Britain and His Subjects ; and, no doubt, if any of your Peo- 
ple live amongft the French, they will endeavour to engage them in their 
Service ;, and, therefore, we think you would at very, prudently, as foon as 
is: poflible, to perfuade them to return and fettle amongft you. To enforce 
this Requeft, we prefent you with this 

_ Belt of Wampum. 


Brethren, 
We have more to fay to you from our Governor ; but this we muft defer 
until we hear your Anfwer to what we have already faid. 


Turis Speech being interpreted to them, and the Indians, by Cannaffetego 
their Chief, fignifying their Intention of an immediate Confultation, and in 
a little Time to return us an Anfwer, we withdrew. 
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_ Some ‘Time after being informed the Indians were come toa Refult, we 









PA QE Ae eg . aS ee 
“4 — AS ry A B 
iS eA 2 ee ale 
.. & a | 2 es h 
ey 9 Se ee 
a: i PA Psa. Be 


again met them, and received their Anfwer ; the Subftance of which, as the ‘ 
fame was tranflated to us, is as follows, the afotefaid Canaffatego being AA 
G7. OU that come from Pennfilvania to reprefent our, Brother Onas, | you ey 
&. tell us that you come hither at the Invitation of the Governor of New- aS 
York, to the Council Fire at Albany, to hear what paffes between us and Hey 
our Brother the Govérnor of New-York, You were pleafed to fignify. to us; Bi 
that you were: glad ‘to fee us, for which we return you our hearty ‘Thanks: BX 
We are likewife glad to fee you, in Token wherefore we retirn you this - We 
1. String of W. ampum, ane oS 
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_ Tue firt Thing you required of us this Morning was, that we would give 












oe 

| Dp 

you an-Acconnt of all that paffed between us and the Governor of Canada, ix 
at our laft Vifit to him, according to the romife we made the laft Summer Q 
to. Conrad. Weifer, your Interpreter, at O/wego, And fince you defire to hear Zz 
with your own Ears, We are now ready to doit, tho’ it will take up Time} De 
and, therefore, another Opportunity might have fuited better. Our Going ig 
to Montreal was at the Invitation of the Governor of Canada. At our.com- aw 
ing-there; feveral great Men, as-well -of the French, as Indians, being dead M 


fince our lait. Journey there, we, according to our Cuftom, {pent fome Days 
in, bewailing their Death. During this Time, divers of the French Council 
took an Opportunity of founding us, to learn from_us how the War went 
on with the Bach and how far we were engaged therein... On which 
Occafion we told them, "That formerly we had inconfiderately engaged in 
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Wars, but that we looked upon this War, ag a War between the English 
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and French only, and did not intend to engage on either Side ; . for that the 2) 
french and Englifo made War, and made Péace, at Pleafure ; but when the ws 

« ° ~ e 44 s ati (oS. 
Indiens once engaged in Wars, they knew not when it would end. We we 


alfo told the French, that they knew, and all the World knew, the Coun- 
tries on which we were fettled, and particularly the Lakes, were Ours ; 
and, therefore, if they would fight our Brethren, the Engiijb, they ought to 
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fight on the falt Water, and that they muft not come over our Land to di- iS 
fturb therh, orto obfirud the Trade at Ofwego. . That. they, the French, Di 
had two trading Houfes on thofe Lakes, with which they ought to be con- » 
tented. The Governor of Canada promifed us he would not do it -unlef ® 
the King his Mafter fhould command him, and then he mutt obey. -° Whild aN 
thefe Things pais’d, News artived at Montreal, of the taking of Cape Breton HY: 
by the Egii/h, at. which the French were much alarmed ; and the Governor ‘vy 


thereupon, fent ‘for all the Indians then at Montreal, to wit, the French Indians, 
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and us, the Deputies of the Six Nations, who met together in a large Houfe, WW 
where. the Governor of Canada taking in his Hand a large Belt of Wampum; B 


in which the Figure of a Hatchet was Wrought, {peaking to us of the Six 
Nations, faid as follows : ae IMPOW IVI 30 


it. Gbildren,~ 


_ Your Brethren the Engii/b have already taken one of my Towns (mean? 
ing Cape Breton) and their Fleet I fuppofe is now coming up to Ovebec ; 
ian ee Rn eee Ty E See ee ie and 
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[ 18 | 
and therefore I muft take up the Hatchet to defend my felf againft them: 
As for you, my Children ({peaking to the French Indians) 1 have no Occa- 
fion to fay much to you, for you mutt live and die with me, and cannot deny 
me your Affiftance. And as for you, my Children of the Six Nations ({peak-= 
ing to us) he further faid, I know you love your Brethren the Engii/h, and 
therefore I (hall not fay much to you ; perhaps you would not be pleafed with 
it: But Children, faid he,. fhould know their. Duty to their Father. Then 
{peaking to us all, he defired fuch who loved him to go with him and aflitt 
him in defending Quebec ; and that thofe who went with him need not to 
take any thing with them fave their Tobacco Pouches ; that he would pro- 
vide Guns, Piftols, Swords, Ammunition, Provifions, and every Thing, even 
Paint to paint them; and thereupon delivered the Belt to the Interpreter, 
who threw it at the Feet of the Indians prefent, fome of whom inconfide- 
rately, and without any Confultation firft had, took it up, and danced the 
War Dance; and afterwards divers of the Indsans prefent, chiefly of the 
Praying Indians, went with the French Governor to Quebec, where they ftaid 
éight or ten Days, but no Notice was taken of them, nor any Arms of Ne- 
ceffaries, fo much as a Knife, provided for them, not were they admitted to 
fpeak to the Governor ; which fo exaf{perated the Praying Indians, that they 
left Quebec, and are fince gone againft their common Enemies to the South- 
ward. Canaffatego added, 3 staat etic 


? | 
_ Brethren, re ae 
You alfo put us in mind this Morning of the Treaties of Friendfhip fub- 

fifting between you and us. The Laft we made with the Governor of Penn- 

Sylvania, was at Lancafter, the laftt Year. By this Treaty we were to be 

Neutral (and we with the Englifh of all the Provinces would agree that we 

fhould remain fo) unlefs the French fhould come through our Settlements to 

hurt out Brethren the Exgiz/h, which we would not permit. This, and all 
other our Treaties, with our Brethren the Engli/b, we are determined to 
obferve ; and in Token thereof, we return you this 


Belt of Wampum. 


Brethren, } 
You alfo put us in mind of out Brother Onas his Mediation between us 
and the Catabaws ; and that you heard fome of our Warriors were, notwith- 
ftanding, gone againft them. It is not in our Power to reftrain our Warriors 
as the Engli/h can do, until a Peace be finally concluded. This the Catabaws 
know. . Wehave ufed our Endeavours to reftrainthem from going, and fhall 
continue fo todo; during the Time agreed on, altho’ we doubt whether the 
Catabaws ate fo defirous of Peace as they would have our Brother Oxas be- 
lieve ; otherwife they would have done as the Cherokees did, who, tho’ they 
were at War with us, came to defire Peace ; but the Catabaws have neither 
éome to us, nor have they come to our Brother Onas: But the Account he 
has received, is only from the Government of Virginia. When Conrad 
Weifer brought us an Account of this Matter, we were going to Canada ; and 
at our Return we had kindled a Council Fire ; but receiving a Meflage from 
the Governor of New-York, we were obliged to rake it up until we 
return. Canaffatego further faid, We have fpoke to the Governor. of Canada 
concerning Peter Chartier, and the Robbing of your Indian Traders ;. the 
Governot of Canada faid, He knew nothing of the Matter. At our Coun- 
¢il before-mentioned, we were to have confidered what we fhould do further 
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$n this Affair ; but were called away before we had come to any Refolution. ay 
‘Pe added, Your Traders go very far back into the Country, which we defire by. 


‘may not be done, becaufe it “is in the Road of the French. At our Returhy 
‘we will hold a Council; andin the Spring; when our Deputies come to meet 
‘thofe of the Catabaws at Philadelphia, we fhall fend our Brother Ozas our 
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Refult. Canaffatego further faid, be oe 
' Brethren, Ou gar oi OF sah 8 2 
You put usin Mind ofa Promife we made our Brother Ovas at his coming DB 
over to Pennfylvania, That we would recal-our People from ‘Ganada; “who aS 
were fettled there. We have invited them back tous, and have done all we yc 
can to effe& if; ‘but cannot prevail: "The Governor of Ganada ‘has taken = 


them into his Lap, fuckles them as his Children, ‘and they are { “well pleated 
with him, it is impoffible for us to prevail with them to come and fettle with 


us. -We return you this Belt inftead of that we received fromi‘you. 
: 5 ; Tal G 4m JR 
Arter we had received this Anfwer of the Indians, ‘we acquainted ‘thea 
by our Interpreter, that what we-had farther to fay to them, ‘would be early 
the next Morning. Inthe mean Time we ordered them a Pair of Oxen and 





fome Beer for their Subfiftence, and then parted. ee Ser ae eee te cd 
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Tue next Morning, ‘being the Fifteenth of Odfsber, thé Indians met us} | we 
urfuant to our Appointment ;~ when we {poke to them to the Effet fol= ; A 
Feist 0) $310 20 : ik “igs fii oe BF B 
: ee Bp 
NBREPHREN GORE! CURE ASSN ONE be aime 4 iw begensnt asad = 
W E now put you in Mind, theré are two Things rémainitig under yout Fs 
¥ ¥? Confideration, concetning which, you have received Belts frdm' oy ix 
Governor, and have, as-yet, return’d ‘no full Anfwer: ~The Firft relates’ 2 
the Gatabaws, the Second to our Indian Traders. © As you have- fighified 46 | z 
us your Inability of doing it at this time, we expect when you return home; De 
a Council will be called, and that you will give our Governor a full Anfwer wy 
in the Spring. | aN 
Brethren, 4 WH ; BS ag oon Mas 
Wuen our Governor and Affembly fent us hither, they did not think it Sy 
fitting we fhould-come empty handed ; but have dire¢ted us to provide you a se 
Prefent. We confidered Winter was approaching, that our Brethren would 1S 
want Cloathing to preferve them from the Cold, and Powder and Lead to > 
acquire their Livelihood by Hunting ; we have therefore provided the Goods DB 
which now lie before you; fo wit; Lac » 
Six Pieces ofStrouds. __, aN 
Four Pieces of Indian Blankets, S 
Two Pieces of ftriped Blankets. = 
Four Pieces of half Thicks. H 
One Piece of Shrew/bury Cotton. mae 
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Eight Dozen of Knives. _ Shy 
Four Hundred and Twenty-five Bats of Lead, 
Four half Barrels of Piftol Powder. 
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Turse we prefent to you on Behalf of our Government; and have no 
more to fay, but to with you a good Journey Home, 
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Tii1s Speech being interpreted to the Indians, after a thort Confultation 
between themfelves, they brought fix Bundles of Skins ; and by Canaffatego; 
fpoke as follows : 


BRETHREN, | Y sy fy yR fan $I 

W E thank you for the Goods you prefent to us. We are Poor, and have 

little to return ; however, out of what we have, we prefent you with 

the fix Bundles of Skins which you fee. Thefe we defire may be accepted 

of, as a Token of our Affection. | . 

To this we replied. We accepted them in the Manner ‘they defired; 
wifhed them well, and then took Leave of them. 


Tar Sloop which brought us, waiting our Return, we embarked, arrived 
at New York ch the Nineteenth of O&ober. The fame Day took Boat, and 
got to Ehzabeth Town Point. Then mounted our Horfes; and on the 


‘Ewenty-fecond of Odfober, reached Home. 


_ Permrr ustoadd, That in the foregoing Relation, we do not pretend 
to have delivered the feveral Converfations which paft, verbatim; but only 
the Subitance, fo far as we judge them material ; and where we have made 
any Omiitions, they are of {uch Things as-we think of too little Confequence 
to be inferted. If the Governor’s Health, and other Affairs of Importance, had 
permitted his Attendance at this Treaty, we make no Queftion it would have 
been managed with greater Skill and Delicacy. ‘Thus much, however, we 
may. fay,. That fo far as we were able, we-have, purfuant tothe Inftructions 
we, received, faithfully endeavoured to acquit ourfelves of the Truft, to the 
onour.and Intereft of the Province : But whether we are fo happy as in 
Jegree to have fucceeded herein, is humbly fubmitted to the Governor, 
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THO. LAWRENCE, 
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